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FOREWORD

Sheikh Farouk Amod - Translator

All thanks and praise are due to Allaah, we seek His help and forgiveness. We seek
refuge in Allaah from the evil within ourselves and the consequences of our evil deeds.
Whoever Allaah guides will never be led astray, and whoever Allaah leads astray will
never find guidance. | bear witness there is no deity entitled to be worshiped but Al-
laah, alone without any partners, and | bear witness that Muhammad # is His servant
and His Messenger.

Allaah the Exalted said, “O you w/ho fave believed, fear Allaak as He should be feared and
o not die excepr as Muslins in submission fo Him. ~(3:102)

And Allaah the Most High said, “O maniznd, fear vour Lord, who created vou fiom one soul
and created from 11 1ts mate and dispersed from both of then many men and womern. And féar
Allaak, through whom you ask one another, and (do nor cut the relations) of the wombs (family
ves). Verily, Allaa/ is ever watcthing over you. ” (4:1)

And the Exalted said, “O you who /have believed, fear Allaalk and speak wordls of justice. He
will then rectyfy Jor you your deeds and jororve your sis, and whoever obevs Allaal and His
Messenger fuas certamnly attained a grear attainment. ' (33:70-71)

Verily, the most truthful speech is the Book of Allaah, the best guidance is the guid-
ance of Muhammad %, and the worst affairs are newly invented matters (in the reli-
gion). Every newly invented matter is an innovation, and every innovation is misguid-
ance, and every misguidance is in the Hellfire.

To proceed, the translation of Book 1 of Al Ageedah (The Creed) portrays a solid foun-
dation of the Islamic Beliefs that every Muslim should embrace and practice. A Muslim
is made aware in Book 2 of the pitfalls and dangers which may contaminate one's pure
creed to the point of being considered out-of-the-fold of Islam. These two books (1 and
2) have been well received by students of deen and readers alike from all walks of life,
wa lillahil hamd. The most outstanding feature of these books is that they are evi-
dence-based, evidence which is from the Qur'aan and the Sunnah (as practiced by the
prophet # and his companions radhiallahu anhum ajma’een).

Book 3 of the Creed is no different in that it is evidence-based, like its precursors, fo-
cusing mostly on methodology (manhaj) related to: Creed, Sunnah, Innovation in Reli-
gion, Love for the Prophet ¥ and His Family, Love for the Companions, Obedience to
the Leadership and Unity, as well as the basis for achieving it. Books 1, 2 and 3, col-
lectively contain the information (on creed and methodology) pertinent to the life of
every adult Muslim to live a life of obedience to Allah. It highlights the pitfalls of innova-
tion in religion and associating partners with Allah and creates an awareness of ideolo-
gies which are detrimental to the one seeking closeness to Allah Subhaanahu wa ta
Aala.
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The objective of Masjid Ansaar us Sunnah Publications is to make available to the
Muslims of South Africa, evidence based literature which will eradicate blind following,
a disease which has plagued many-a-community in the Muslim world after the fourth
century of Islam. We aim to restore the methodology of our pious predecessors (the
Sahaaba, Taabi'een and their students) in the practice of Islam in creed, character, be-
haviour, outlook and worship in keeping with the guidelines of the prophet # when he
said,

eaish cpdll @ egish cpdll @3 (3,8 el s
T7e best of people is my generation then those who Jollow them, then those who jollow them.

The prophet # mentioned three generations: Sahaaba, Taabi'een and their students,
collectively known as the best generations of Islam. They practiced deen without blind-
following anyone but asked for evidence and provided evidence in the practice of deen.
The only one who is to be followed in deen unquestionably is the messenger of Allah £
and no-one else enjoys that right. As Allah said,

S e

Say, i you love Allak, then follow me (Mulammed %) then Allak will love (all of) you.

Remember that to follow the prophet £ unconditionally in matters of deen IS Deen, and
to follow any scholar in deen unconditionally is a bid'ah (innovation), which can lead to
shirk, an act which leads to an everlasting abode in the Hellfire.

Speaking about the Jews and the Christians, Allah Ta Aala says in Surah Taubah V31,

El
S ~
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u ‘95 ‘I\M-’ L;.E— 3 w ‘9.& l’

They have taken therr scholars and 7abois as lords besides Allaf and the messial, son of Mar-
vam (as a lord) whilst they have not been conmanded except to worshp one Lord, there is 7ot

entitled to be worstiped except Him, Jar above (is fHe from) that which they associate with fim.

2 0

May Allah Subhaanahu wa ta Aala grant us all the taufeeq to practice the Islam of the
Qur'aan and Sunnah in the way that the Sahaaba, Tabi'een and their students did, for
they are our pious predecessors.

BarakAllaahu lil Jamee’

Sheikth Farodk, Anod

Deputy Imaam : Masjid Ansaar us Sunnah
Khateeb : Masjid Ansaar us Sunnah
Lecturer : Markaz-ut Tauheed was- Sunnah in Creed and Methodology of the Pious Pre-

decessors in the Practice and Application of Islamic Shari’ah
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TAWASSUL AND ITSRULING

e

4 )

Definition of Tawassul in Linguistic Terms as well as in Shar’i
Terms

0‘0

% Meaning of Waseelah as intended in the Qur’aan

s Lawful Tawassul and its Various Types with Examples and Evi-
dence

>

L)

*

The Unlawful Tawassul with examples.

\_ /

)
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Tawassul and its Rulings

++ Definition

= exical:  Attaining closeness and using the means to attain one’s objectives.
sShari’a:  Striving for closeness to Allaah through legislated actions.

% The Meaning of Tawassul in the Noble Qur’aan

Waseelah has been mentioned in two verses in the Qur'aan, the first is in the saying of
Allaah Ta ‘Aala:

a3 85lall 8y g -O9288 IS a3 19dals 5 Aliwsll a3d) 1533315 Q1 19851 152aT 01 (T 6
40
“Oh, vou who believe, fear Allaal and seek a means 1o ger close to him and strive on His FPat/;
SO that you may be successjil, ” — Surakh Moz idah Aayah 40

Sl fedslie Oghliss dias5 Osdiss bl @il Aewsll 4 o) B335 G925 Gl el
57 &Yl ¢l Xl 5 9m - 59d3a O8 &G
“Those are the ones who supplicare, seeking a means lo ger close o their Lord (Allaaly) as to
which of them is closer, hoping Jor HHis Mercy, fearing His Punishimens verrly the punisiment of
yvour Lord is a matter warned about. " — A/ lsraa Aavat 37)

Upon studying the tafseer (exegesis) of the Salaf (the sahaabah and their students)
with regards to the meaning of waseelah as contained in these two verses we find that
it revolves around seeking closeness to Allaah Ta'Aala by acting on His commands
and abstaining from His Prohibitions and none of them said that it means seeking
closeness (tawassul) by the status/rank of any of the creation.

% Categories of Tawassul

Tawassul to Allaah by His Names and Attributes: the implementation of this is by a
Muslim supplicating with the following words:

03 0 @Sl 3l wuo ! el ] et el (3] gl
“Oh, Allaah. Verily [ ask you as you are Allaas, the Most Merciul, the Most Beneficens, Most
Powerful, Most Wise, that you grant me good health.

Or he says,

Coite] oy p9d b (2 b

“Oh, the Living, self-Lxisting, by your Mercy do [ seek hep.”

5|Page
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The evidence for adding those words to one’s supplication is the saying of Allaah
Ta'Aala :

- Ooln33 1936 1 H353dmeaslasd 3 Hedall pddl 1933500 352306 aaddl 1l i3

70 Allaak belongs the most beautifiu/ names, ignore those who turn away (are defiant) with re-

gardls fo [is Names. - Suraj 414 ragf dgvah 18

Evidence from the Sunnah: The saying of the Prophet % in the du’a of istikhaarah:
(L..S_)buj\ olg)) (o.«.b.x.n SIPY: R LS,ULJJ\j LS,U‘)J.?U _s_bdd).lw\j LS,LQ.LQ.) _SJJ«DLL»T dl VQ'QJJ\

“Oh, Allaah. Verily [ consult you on account of Your Knowledge and [ appreciate Your Ability
and [ ask you by Your Abundant Grace. — Narrazed by 47 Butthari

« Tawassul to Allaah by Righteous Actions

This is when the one supplicating says, “Oh, Allaah, on account of my faith in You, and
my following of Your Messenger, forgive me.” And similar to this wording which form
part of legislated supplications.

The evidence for the above is the speech of Allaah, when He says,

s Ladl e LS 8 Jgn )l Linsly i Loy Lo "
Cur Lord, we believed in that which you revealed, and we jollowed the Messenger so include us
amongst Mose who bear 1estmony. — Surak Aale lmran Agyah 53

Evidence from the Sunnah:

b Ll 31 0l Ui Sy 8B (o)) o5 i dll (92 4l 8 By o s 06
JB 7 ax1153S a) (So el Wop @lg aly @ (S dasall a1 il S Y () cdl elil ugad
ooy — " acl dy i 1319 Gl 4y (£ 13] S lael doly il Jlo aa) o g (U1

Al cply oAl

O the authority of Abdullal ibon Buravda/ who narrated from /4is jather, may Allaal be pleased

with fiim, that the Fropher 2 foard a man saying, “Oh, Allaak. Verily [ ask yvou on account of
having lestyfied that indeed You are Allaas, besides Whom there is none entitled fo be wor-
Shipped burt you alone, Who is lndependent, the one who begels nor nor was tHe begotten, and
Whom there Is none life unto Him.

He & upon hearing s saia, “By the one in Whose Hand my soul is in, 4e has asked Allaalk by
Lis Great Name, by which if fHe is called upon, He answers and if fe is asked with 1z, He grants
(What Is asked). — Narrazed by Imam Ar Tirmidhi and lbn Meagjak
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s Tawassul to Allaah by Supplication of a Righteous Muslim

An example of this is when a Muslim finds himself in constrained circumstances and
he wishes to approach Allaah Ta'Aala using a more assertive means, he goes to a
Muslim who has signs of being righteous and asks him to make du’a (supplicate) to Al-
laah for him to relieve him of his worry and difficulties. The evidence for the permissibil-
ity of this act is in the incident of the Bedouin, a lengthy hadeeth, in which he entered
the masjid whilst the Prophet 2 was preaching from the pulpit on the day of Jummu’ah.
He asked the Prophet # to make du’a for them for Allaah to send down rain after being
afflicted with severe drought. The Prophet # raised his hands, supplicated, and rain
fell. This hadeeth is found in Sahih Al Bukhari.

From the actions of the Companions is the incident in which Umar RadhiAllaahu Anhu
sought rain via the du'a of Abbas after the demise of the Messenger £, and it is abso-
lutely necessary that the one whose tawassul is sought, via his du’as, has to be a Mus-
lim, alive, righteous and able to make du’a. (Bukhari)

+* Prohibited Tawassul

Tawassul is Ibaadah (worship). It is necessary that one worships sincerely for the sake
of Allaah Ta’Aala alone, following the guidance of the Prophet £. Any form of tawassul
which deviates from the above legislated ways, then such tawassul is deemed prohib-
ited. E.g. Tawassul with the status of someone or by his position/rank.

As for Umar RadhiAllaahu Anhu using Abbas to make du’a for rain, then this was in the
legislated form of tawassul via du’a and nothing else. Had it been tawassul with the
status of a person then it would have been more acceptable to do it with the status of
the Prophet # because his status remains even after his £ death.

As for the hadeeth “Make tawassul with my status for verily my status is great by Al-
laah”, then one should know that this hadeeth is not found in the books of the Sunnah,
but there is no doubt that his status is great as he # was the best of creation as he £
said, “l am the leader of the Children of Aadam on the day of Qiyaamah." (Muslim)

Despite that, this type of tawassul has not been legislated for us.

There are many ahaadeeth quoted by the innovators who call to tawassul (which is not
legislated), and these narrations are either weak or fabricated. It is clear from the
above that to make tawassul with the status, position, sacredness, or rank of anyone,
Is innovated tawassul and a pathway to shirk.

Evaluate Your Understanding
1. Define tawassul linguistically and in terms of the shari’ah.
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2. How many times is the word waseelah mentioned in the Qur'aan? Mention
the verses connected with that and explain their meaning.

4, Mention the different types of legislated tawassul with examples and evi-
dence for each type.

5. What is the ruling of tawassul with the status of anyone or his right? Com-
ment on the hadeeth, “Make tawassul with my status for verily my status is great
by Allaah.”?

6. What is the explanation for the tawassul of Umar RadhiAllaahu Anhu with
Abbas regarding the seeking of rain? Can this be used for the people who sub-
scribe to the innovated tawassul? Explain this.
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WALT AND WILAAYAH
(SAINTS AND SAINTHOOD) IN ISLAM

e

’0

/7
*

’0

The Definition of Sainthood

% The Difference between Eemaan (faith) and Sainthood with Evi-

dence
The Characteristics of Saints and their Signs

Are the Prophets or Saints More Virtuous (with evidence)

~

/
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Wali & Wilaayah (Saivts and Sainthood) iv Tslaam

s Definition of Sainthood (Wilaayah)

=\Wilaayah: Love and help, also used to indicate alliance and kinship. Allaah
says,

gw;

“34 claddl 8ygun - W &3 4)6 Oj\J.SZ CbJS’ C,UJ.S LSJJ\ \JLQ
“Then the one whom there s enmity between you and fimn (acts) as though /e is a close frzend
/ Wd/]) 7 — Surah Fussilat dayah 34

%+ Characteristics of a Wali

Wilaayah (being a wali) is not specific to any one in particular, to the exclusion of oth-
ers as people claim, and a wali is not someone who is granted paranormal powers. In-
stead, wilaayah is synonymous with eemaan (faith), meaning that the wali is the
mu’min (believer). Eemaan increases and decreases according to Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jamaa’ah (followers of the Sahaabah and their students) and likewise, wilaayah also
increases and decreases. Allaah Ta’Aala has described the auliyaah (plural of wali),
saying,

i

“63-62 92 )9 — O9A% 19365 16387 50dll 55555 4k V5 dgile 353 Y Ll s s &) Y

“Benold! Verrly, the aultvaa of Allaal, there is no fear upon them, nor do ey grieve, those who
have believed and have lagwali. ”- Surakh Yunus Aayaat 62-64

In the first verse is a glad tiding for the auliyaa of Allaah, the believers whom no fear
nor grief will afflict them and in the second verse is an explanation of the description of
the auliyaa, as those who believe in Allaah and have tagwa. These are the two quali-
ties by which a wali is distinguished from others.

s The Prophets (Peace be Upon Them All) were more Virtuous than the Auli-
yaa

Whoever claims that the auliyaa have a status surpassing that of the prophets has op-
posed Allaah without knowledge, because Allaah Ta’Aala says,

69 cludd) B 0)gw - u«.QJJ.«a.Hj M‘ W.CCLU‘ (Q.’J‘ UJJJ‘&AG,LT_J&LQ”
Those will be with the ones whom Allaal had blessed of the prophets and the truthiul ones. " —
Surat Nisaa Aayal 69

Allaah, The Most Blessed, The Most High is the wali of the believers and the righteous
ones. The evidence for this is in His Saying,

257 b).ﬂ.l.” O)}w-\yﬁ\; UJJJ\ L;}Q TZ)[) é,l\l‘s
“That Is because Allaals is the Wali of those who believe. ” — Surah Bagarah Aayah 257
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Secondly,

11 dox0 5_)5..“: -"\ﬁiBT C)J.:)j\ L;B'Z) 2&3\ z);lf @4‘3”
“That is because Allaalk is the Frotector (Maulaa) of the ones who belreve. - Surai Mikammad Aavak
7

Thirdly,

“ @3 Bz 197315 155555 V5 190153 I &Ml dgalle YT |galansd & &1 5156 i &)
30 Caduad Bygus — (1902 43 @387
“Verily, those who say our Lord is Allaak, then are steadjast, e angels descend upon them,
saying do nol fear, do not grieve, recerve glad 1idings of Jannalh wihich you fiave been promised,
we are your aulivaa (guardians,protectors) in the worldly lijfe and in the Hereafter and for vou
all is what you desire and for you all in it is what you ask for "’ — suwak 7

Evaluate Your Understanding

1. Define the following:
1.1. Wilaayah

3 Is wilaayah specific to one individual in particular?
4 What are the characteristics and signs of the auliyaa?
5 Are the auliyaa more virtuous than the prophets?
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NOTES:
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INTERCESSION

p

*,

0‘0

~

The definition of Ash-Shafaa’ah (Intercession), its types and their

evidences.
The conditions of approved intercession are with evidence
The danger of seeking intercession from the dead and others.

The different types of approved intercession with evidence.

/
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Tutercession

++ Definition of Intecession

= exical: A pair.
sShari'a: To seek goodness/wellness for another.

% Types of Intercession
There are two

=Approved Intercession (Permissible)
=Disapproved-of Intercession (Forbidden)

Approved intercession is that which is sought from Allaah Ta Aala for a believing
servant of His.

Disapproved-of intercession is that which is sought from other than Allaah in matters
which no-one besides Allaah is capable of fulfilling, e.g. the one who seeks interces-
sion from the dead, thinking that the dead can hear them, like the polytheists who wor-
ship idols, statues and graves. Also forbidden is intercession sought for other than peo-
ple of Tauheed and eemaan.

Allaah Ta’Aala has disapproved of those who sought intercession with other than Al-
laah, taking them as partners with Allaah.

Allaah Ta’Aala says:

18 iz By — "] Jis B3R V3B O9)5a55 Ad3R: V5 4BLATY 1 dll 093 (e 0932355
“They worshpped other than Allaak that which cannot harm them, nor can it benefit tien, say-
mg these are our intercessors Oy Allaah. ” — Surak Yunus 18

And Allaah Ta’Aala has said,

44 503)) 850 —asas A2 BRI LT S5

Say: 10 Allaak belongs all intercession ” — Surah Zumur Azvah 44

These two verses show that all intercession belongs to Allaah alone and that whoever
seeks it from other than Allaah has committed shirk even if the one with whom inter-
cession is sought is a close angel or a prophet.

Allaah Ta’Aala has said,

oo 5a) V) Oerads V3 28 el )5
“No-one shall intercede except the one /e (Allaaty) is pleased with =~ — Surah Al Anbivaa Agyak 25
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Meaning that Allaah would be pleased with their speech and actions, and that they are
believers.

*Conditions for the Accepted Intercession

The accepted intercession is the one which is sought from Allaah Ta’Aala directly after
having fulfilled two conditions:

=The first of them being that the consent of Allaah for the intercessor has been
given

=*The second is that the person for whom intercession is sought must be pleas-
ing to Allaah Ta’ Aala.

The evidence for this is the saying of Allaah,

109 4 550 — V38 & (9235 b33 A 031 3z V| 42 Al Za5 Y Jangs
"On this day no intercession witl benefirt except the one whom 7The Most Mercifid fas granted
permission lo and is with whose speect fe is pleased. ” — Surak 7i-ti Aayak 109

And

(6255 8 V) 9323 V3 - 268 LVl 55
“No-one shall intercede except the one he (Allaasy) is pleased with = — Surah 4 nbiyaa Aayah 28

« The Dangers of Seeking Intercession from the Dead of Other than them

The calamity of seeking intercession from the dead at their graves has greatly in-
creased, by claims that this gets one closer to Allaah Ta'Aala. This is exactly what Al-
laah has warned against and it is exactly what the Mushrikoon (Polytheists) claimed for
their idols. Allaah Ta’Aala said,

sl 85 - "0AS5 ) J) Go33ad Y1 ah 1S b 28l 4593 oy 193531 55 e Bl &1 1 oy
3
“Perold to Allaalk belongs the pure Deen, and those who clioose proteclors besides Lin Saving
we do not worshp them except so that they can ger us closer 1o Allaahl. " — Surak Zumar Azyah 7

And Allaah says:

loges 381 a5 (oY1 (3 Y5 wlslatdl (3 855 JlEke §s80a5 Yaudll 093 (3 3825 Gl 15231 3
22\ 8900 — g 3 oo W 185 3 (30
"Say, call those whom you prefér besides Allaak, they do not control an atom s wegght in the
fheaverns nor on the earth, nor fave ey any share i errfier, nor any Aelper. ” — Surak Sibaa” Agyak 22
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It is made clear from those two verses that taking intercessors and partners and pro-
tectors besides Allaah is a transgression against the Lordship of Allaah Ta’Aala and
having bad thoughts of Allaah.

% The Different Types of Permissible Intercession

We have learnt that intercession which is permissible is that which is sought from Al-
laah Ta’'Aala for a believing servant, and this is of different types:

1. That which is specific to the Prophet # in that he is the only one who will
be granted the right to intercede in such matters.

2. That which is specific to the Prophet 2 as well as the angels, the prophets
and the righteous. These are those who may intercede on behalf of believing

servants provided that the conditions mentioned above are fulfilled.

% Intercession Specific to The Prophet £

The Great Intercession, on the Day of Resurrection, when all the messengers and
prophets will excuse themselves from taking responsibility for it, and the Prophet % will
say, “l am good for it,” (meaning the intercession). This will be at the time of the As-
sembly, when the creation will seek ease and rest and will need someone to intercede
for them to Allaah Ta’ Aala. This is the Magaam Al Mahmood (the Praiseworthy Sta-
tion), the rank that Allaah Subhaanahu wa ta’Aala has promised His Messenger .

Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim (Rahimahumaallaah) have narrated a hadeeth from
Abu Hurrairah RadhiAllaahu Anhu, “People will go to Adam Alaihi Salaam who will ex-
cuse himself, they will then go to Nuh Alaihi Salaam, then to Ibraheem Alaihi Salaam
then to Moosa Alaihi Salaam, then to Eesa Alaihi Salaam, and all of them will excuse
themselves, and say ‘Myself, myself, myself”, they will then go to the Messenger %
who will prostrate by Allaah, Who will grant him £ permission to intercede and thereaf-
ter the Prophet £ will intercede.

% The Prophet’s £ Intercession for the People of Jannah

This relates to the intercession for the people of Jannah to gain access to Jannah by
having it opened for the people.

Imam Muslim Rahimahullah recorded a hadeeth on the authority of Anas Ibnu Maalik
who said that the Prophet £ said, “I am the first person who will intercede in Jannah.”

«» His # Intercession for some of the Disbelievers
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This intercession will be specifically for his # uncle, Abu Taalib, to lighten his punish-
ment; Abu Taalib will wear two shoes of fire or be placed in the shallow part of the fire
which will cause his brain to boil.

There are other avenues of intercession and these are not restricted to the Prophet .
It will be granted to him £ and others as well, like the angels, the prophets, and the be-
lievers. Such as:

1. Intercession for those who committed major sins from the people of Tauheed
(Muwahiddeen) who were put into the hellfire, then such people (on account of
intercession for them) will be removed from the fire. The basis for this is the say-
ing of the Prophet % :

&bdbgﬁ-»%ﬂbd»i—"@ﬁyﬁ@\ u\gyd&wn

WMy intercession Is Jor the major Simners of my unnan ” — Sk by inam At Tirmidiee

2. Intercession for the elevation of the dwellers of Jannah to higher ranks. The
proof for this is the saying of the Prophet £,

rme — ool 0 of Clals oo S §98 olutll pgy dlaz @glT ale f aunl ael agll
Sl
“Oh, Allaah, jorgrve Ubavd Abee Aamir, O Allaak, elevate Ubavd Abee Aamir over nost of
Your Creation or manfind on the day of Oivaamali. ” — Saiik 4/ Bukari

Evaluate Your Knowledge
1. Define Intercession

2. Intercession is the Right of Allaah Ta’Aalah Alone. Clarify this statement
and substantiate your answer with evidence.

3. What are the different types of Intercession? Provide the definition for
each one.
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4. Mention the conditions of the permissible intercession and provide the
supporting evidence for each of them.

5. Discuss the extent of the dangers of seeking intercession from the dead
considering what you have studied. Mention the evidence.

7. What is the Praiseworthy Station (Al Magam Al Mahmood)? Provide sup-
porting evidence for your answer.

10. Mention the types of intercession which is specific to the Prophet £,
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THERULES PERTAINING TO MAJOR SINS/ NOT DECLAR-
ING, PECISIVELY, THAT ANY MUSLIM IS A PERSON OF
JANNAH/ITAHANNAM (EXCEPT WITH EVIDENCE)

e

/’* The definition of major sins with evidence \

s The definition of minor sins with evidence

% The ruling with regards to the one who commits a major sin with
evidence

% Evidence from the Qur’an and the Sunnah that a major sinner is
not a disbeliever

«» The prohibition of assigning anyone to Jannah or Jahannam ex-

\ cept with clear evidence /
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WMajor Sins and The Ruling of Those Who Commit i+
and Not Testifying that a Specific WMuslim will Dwell in Janmah/Jahan-
nam (With evidewce)

% Two Categories of Sins: Major and Minor.

Major Sins: Every sin which results in the capital punishment becoming applicable in
this life, or a punishment in the Hereafter, for which Allaah Ta’Aala has cursed a trans-
gressor or promised them Fire or His Anger.

Major sins are many. Some of it is mentioned in the hadeeth of Abu Hurrairah RadhiAl-
laahu Anhu, that the Prophet # said, “Abstain from the seven major sins.” The com-
panions asked, “What are they?” He # said, “Shirk and sihr, killing one whom Allaah
has forbidden except rightfully, consuming interest, consuming the wealth of an or-
phan, fleeing from the battlefield and falsely accusing a chaste woman who is naive.”

Minor Sins: It is every sin which does not have a prescribed punishment for it in this
world, nor a specific punishment in the Hereatfter.

++ Evidence for the Division of Sins

The evidence that sins are divided into major and minor is the saying of Allaah Azza
wa Jal:

32 gl )50 —aa D) Y] 38015 WY1 U8 B85 dl

Those who abstamn from major Sins and mdecerncy, excepl miinor s — Surah Ngn Aayak 32

* Ruling of One who Commits a Major Sin

The view of Ahlus-Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah regarding a transgressor in major sins is that
such a person remains a believer, though deficient in his eemaan or that he is a be-
liever on account of his eemaan and a sinner on account of his transgression. He is
therefore referred to as a disobedient sinner. Such a person, according to Ahlus Sun-
nah, is under the Will of Allaah (mashee’a); if Allaah so wishes he will forgive him due
to His Grace, or if Allaah wishes, he may punish him out of His Justice, your Lord does
not oppress anyone, as confirmed by Allaah’s Saying,

1323 P Yo 385 il 243 135885 () A3 03 o 32455 4 588 of 3ad5 Y 1 &)
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“Verily, Allaalh does not Jorgive partiers being associated with fHim, but He forgrves whonso-

ever He wishes and whoever associales pariiers with Allaak /uas gone Jar astray. ~ — Surah Nisaz
Aayakll6

If Allaah Ta’Aala should punish a believing person for committing major sins then such
a person will not remain forever in the fire. And Allaah knows best.
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% The One Who Commits a Major Sin is not a Disbeliever

The evidence of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah on this view is as follows:

The Qur'aan and Sunnah are both replete with explicit evidence that the one who com-
mits major sins is not a disbeliever. Allaah Ta’Aala says,

dw LSJ\ \51)&_9 L§J>)3\ ui_c Lalds \ CE5 uLeELo.é_liS \Wb \jlllé\ u«m}’d\ Oe otasls u\g
Lw‘ u«w\ g.,‘:>:_> 4JJ\ Q\&‘}M\j dd.a.]l.a LA.éx\S \_9.‘;&,,@\.9 Sz6 QL‘) 40.3\ J.A‘ d\ ;L>Q_)
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And 11 two groups of believers fioht eacl other, then reconcile berween /éelﬂ Sshould one of them
ansgress against e olfier, ten 1941 the one wiho ransgresses unlil Mal group Surrenders 1o
the command of Allaak. Then i1t surrenders, reconcile between them with justice (and be just)
Jor verly, Allaal love those who are just. Verily, the believers are brothers, then reconcrle be-
1ween your brothers and fear Allaak so that you may be shown Mercy. - Surak 4l Hijuraar Aaya 9-70

+» Deductions from the Two Verses

Allaah Ta’Aala has confirmed that believers who have committed the sin of in-fighting
and tyranny, against other believers, then they are classified as brothers, despite their
oppression and tyranny being major sins. Allaah has commanded the believers to
make efforts at reconciliation between them and their brother in faith.

++ Evidence from the Sunnah

O the authority of Abu Sa eed A/ Krudree Radhiidllaalin Aniu, tat the Messenger of Allaat &
said, “The People of Jannal will enter Jannah, He will put info Jannalk whom He wishes by His
Mercy and the people of the helljire will enter the fellfire, then Allaak will say “Searc/ for the
one mn whose heart you Jind evern a musiard seed of Jaith and remove fiim (Jrom hellfire) ” — idusin

+» Deduction from the Hadeeth

The transgressor in major sins will not remain forever in the hellfire since the one who
has in his heart the least amount of faith will be removed from it; had the one referred
to been a disbeliever, then he would not have been removed from hellfire, and that is
supported by the saying of Allaah, regarding the disbelievers,

37 5501 85 =ghe (nmp)By o2 53
“...and they will not be removed from 1t (Hellfire). ” — Surah 4/ Maaidah Aayah 37
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s The Prohibition of Assigning Anyone to Jannah or Hellfire except with Evi-
dence

The methodology of the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah is that they do not assign any
particular individual to Jannah or Hellfire except whom the Messenger # informed us
about, saying that such a person is from the people of Jannah or from the dwellers of
the hellfire. Such as the ten who received glad tidings of Jannah, as well as Ukaashah
bin Muhsin and Abdullah ibn Mas’ood and others regarding what is supported by au-
thentic narrations of the prophet . Those who have committed major sins, whomso-
ever Allaah decrees from them, will have to enter the hellfire, and thereafter will be re-
moved from it by the Grace of Allaah. Whosoever Allaah forgives in the first tremor will
not enter the hellfire. Amongst those whom the evidence indicates will enter the hellfire
are Iblees, Firoun and Abu Lahab.

Evaluate Your Knowledge

1. Define major sins and explain the difference between major sins and mi-
nor sins.

2. Are the major sins confined to a specific number? Mention one proof that
makes mention of a specific number of major sins.

3. What is the ruling with regards to the one who commits major sins, ac-
cording to Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah? What is the evidence for your answer?
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4. Is anyone from Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah assigned to Jannah or Hell?
Explain the methodology of the Salaf-us-Saalih (pious predecessors, i.e. the Sa-

haaba and their students) with regards to this considering what you studied. Pro-
vide supporting evidence for your answer.
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THE DPANGER OF INNOVATIONS (BID'AH) UPON
THE RELIGION

’0

Bid’ah in Religion (innovation).

L)

K/
0‘0

The Danger of Innovations with Evidence.
+» Causes of Bid’ah (innovation in religion)

« Types of Innovation, their Ruling and Evidence

\_
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The Danger of Invovations ou the Religion

+ Bid’ah (Innovations in Religion) and its Danger on the Deen (Religion)

Lexical Definition of Bid’ah: To innovate something which has no previous example
of it, e.qg.,

2315 WIBeA 3ou5 117 5,1 89
The originator of the heavens and the eart, i.e. 7he inventor of the two.

Shar’i Definition: Whatever is innovated in the religion contrary to what the Prophet
and his # companions were upon in terms of creed and practice.

« Dangers of Innovation

Innovations and fabrications in the deen (religion) pose a great danger and have an
evil impact upon individuals and the community at large, in fact on the whole deen, in
its principles as well as its branches.

Some of the dangers of innovation are as follows:

1. Bid’ah is an invitation to kufr (disbelief).

2. Itis an accusation against Allaah Ta Aala without knowledge (i.e. by innovating it
is like saying that such an act is a religious act approved of by Allaah Ta Aala.

3. Itis legislating in the deen (religion) something which Allaah Ta Aala has not ap-
proved of.

4. Innovators dislike the Sunnah and its people and dislike acting upon the sunnah.
This is one of the greatest dangers of bid’ah.

5. Acts of the innovator are rejected as mentioned by the Prophet £,

“Whoever innovated iz our matter (deen) what Is not from i, then such an act is rejected - 47
Bukhari

6. A bad end for an innovator

7. In most cases an innovator does not repent. The Prophet # said:

“aamnall & Gl olg) - "dedy S Corlio (ye D9l o Al 8] (& WY dmimin bl
dovouall Al
“Indeed Allaak withholds the repentance of every mnovalor ” — Ar Zzbars in Mama wl Awsar — Authensicaied
by Al Albaarni in Silsilatus Sakeelalh
8. Confusion is the order for the innovators such that a sunnah is regarded as an
innovation and innovation as sunnah and the cause of this is doubts in the deen.
9. The testimony of an innovator is not accepted.
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10. The innovator falls into fithah (tribulations) due to his opposition to the
sunnah. Allaah ta Aala says:

A

“63 5901 8900 — " AT DIIE Qdanad §1 458 ddrual 0l 0,31 B2 Ol l5 () )dsls
"Ler those who oppose His Matter (Deeni Guidelines) that a tribulation afificis them or a painfil
punishment aplicts them " — Surak Noor Aayak 63

11. The innovator portrays himself as a rectifier of the Shari’ah whilst Allaah
Ta Aala has perfected His Deen and completed his favour upon His servants. Al-
laah Ta’Aala says

“ Ly ) &0 Epss e (Sale Eaally o @0 AT 338015 5001 550 —

12. The innovator bears his own sin and the sin of all those who follow him.
The Prophet £ said:"

00 el Ol pe oy ol e Lgy Jes (30 )99 W) )9 dde OF dius diww LY (3 e (30"
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Whoever initiates an evil/ way in [slam will be sinfil for it and will bear the sin of all those who
act upon 1t withour a decrease i e si

13. From the danger of innovation is that it is the cause of an innovator being
deprived from drinking from the pond of the prophet £, that great pond, which if
one drinks from it just once, they will never experience thirst after that ever.
Imam Bukhari Rahimahullah and others have narrated from Sahl ibn Sa’ad Al
Ansari and Abi Sa’eed Al Khudree RadhiAllaahu Anhu that the Messenger
said:

0rm9 padyel pls8l e o) IuTladay o o (309,08 e e oo posdl e (Sby3 I
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L will precede you all to the pond and whoever passes by will drink therefyom and who arinks
will never be thirsty afier that, ever. A group of people will be prevented, [ will know them, and
they too will recogrnize me, but they will be kepr away from me. [ will say, “They are my people”
and 1t witl be said “You don t know what they innovated after you. " [ witl then say, “Away/
Away with the one who changed (the deen) afier me. ”

14. Innovations are a cause for division and dissension in the Ummah. Allaah

Subhaanahu wa ta Aala has criticised such a situation, saying

159:6 LY By5us - 206 § pdie ] J lizs 15365 @gio 15353 Gpddl &)
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Verily, those who have divided therr reljgion, becommng sects, you are free of 11ent. (Surah Al 4n dam
v759)

Summary :Innovations are a danger to the Ummah's religion (deen) and its worldly
matters (dunya).

«+ Causes of Bid’ah

1. Ignorance of the Qur'aan and the Sunnah and the style of the Arabic Lan-
guage

Not following the methodology of our righteous predecessors

Following desires

Being afflicted with doubts

Depending solely on one’s intellect

S o

Blindly following misguided personalities leading to fanaticism, in turn lead-
ing to rejection of Shar’i evidence from the Qur'aan and the Sunnah.

7. Associating with evil companions.

% The Ruling of Bid’ah in its Various Forms

Whoever ponders on the Qur'aan and the Sunnah will conclude that bid’ah (innovation
in the deen) is prohibited and rejected, without any distinction between one type of in-

novation and another, even though the level of impermissibility may differ. (minor and

major innovation).

It is well known that the prohibition by the Prophet £ did not differentiate between the
various types of bid’ah. Nabi Muhammed # mentioned in a hadeeth,

BICUNE: Ao 9 Mo deuy B9 Lg3Buxs )}o;}j\ 9
...And the evilest of matters are the newly mmvented maiters (in deen) and every mmnovaron Is a
misguidance and every misguidance Is i the nelljire. (5w iusiin).

He % also said,

Whoever innovales i our matter (deen) thal which is 7ol jrom 17, ten it is rejecred. ” — suhik 4/
Bukhari

These two ahaadeeth indicate that every new matter in the deen is bid’ah and that
every bid’ah is misguidance and thus rejected. The meaning of this is that innovations
in acts of worship and in beliefs are forbidden but the levels of impermissibility differ in
relation to the type of bid’ah.
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From it is that which is pure disbelief (kufr) like tawaf of the graves seeking closeness
to the deceased. Sacrificing an animal and taking vows at the graves together with of-
fering salaah and supplicating for oneself at the graves, asking the deceased to fulfil
ones needs as well as seeking help from them at the time of difficulties.

There are those acts which are a means to shirk (association of partners with Allaah),
like building over the graves, performing salaah and making du’a at the gravesites.

Then there are those acts of bid’ah (innovation) which are a transgression in creed or
doctrine (Ageedah), like the innovation of the Khawaarij (those who revolts against the
Muslim rulers and kill the Muslims). Also the Qadariyyah and the Murji’ah in their say-
ings and their beliefs which oppose Shari’ah.

There is yet another form of bid’ah which is a sin like celibacy, continuous fasting and
standing in the sun (and avoiding the shade) as a form of worship.

Evaluate Your Knowledge

1. Define bid’ah

gers.

bid’ah.
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4. What is the ruling of bid’ah in light of the Qur'aan and Sunnah? Cite evidences to
support your answer.
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PEOPLE OF SUNNAH AND THE GROUP CALLED AHLUS SUN-
NAH WAL JAMAA'AH

p

4 N

+ The People of Sunnah

* The characteristics of the people of Sunnah and the Group called
Ahlus Sunnah with evidences

*» Moderation in Islamic Legislation with Evidences

\_ /
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People of Summah and the Group Called
“Ahlus Summah wal Jamaa’an”

Definition: The Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah are those who follow the Prophet # in his
speech, actions, tacit approval, in word, deed and belief (doctrine). They are the saved
sect and the assisted group.

+* Their Characteristics:

Firstly, they depend on the two revealed sources, the Qur'aan and the Sunnah at the
time of differences, giving preference to revelation over intellect, acting upon the say-
ing of Allaah ta Aala,

(e 55 8553 3l st 4450 0ol o L5855t S o
59 £Lucil) 8y 9.0 — D95
L vou dispute in any matler then refer it fo Allaalk and His Messenger, if indeed you are beliey-
ers i Allaat and the Last Day, that is better and the Dest recourse. (Surak Nisaz V59

Secondly, they adopt the way of the pious predecessors in understanding the Qur'aan
and the Sunnah, because indeed their way is safer, supported by knowledge, and deci-
sive and binding.

Thirdly, they take great care in accepting hadeeth and that is by way of the knowledge
of isnaad (chain of narrators). Abdullah ibn al Mubarak (a tabi’ee — second generation
predecessor from the pious predecessors) said, “Isnaad is part of deen, had it not been
for the isnad anyone would say whatever they wished to say.” (Imam Muslim in his
preface). No doubt, that it is the acting-upon the saying of Allaah,

39 ) 8150 — D581 4 0l 5501 G55 533 )

Indeed, we have revealed the reminder (Qur aan) and We will proect it. (suah i 79)

Fourthly, they act on evidences and abstain from arguments. Imam Malik Rahimahul-
lah said, “Is it that every time a person came to us more competent in debating than
another, then we leave that which Jibreel Alaihi Salaam brought to the Prophet # due
to the debate of those persons.” (Lallaka’ee narrated it in Sharh-Usool I'tigaad Ahlus
Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah).

Fifthly, Moderation. This is indeed a moderate religion between two extremes, i.e. ab-
solute laxity and extreme fanaticism. It is a balanced approach which leads to the
Mercy of Allaah and His Pleasure, the nation of Muhammed % is moderate in all of its
matters. Allaah says,

5,81 850 — Vg d BB s 250 05855 el J2 31354 153583 Uazg 8T Silss G083
143
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And lifewise, We have made you a moderate nation so tial you may be wirnesses over mankind,
and the messenger a wimess over all of Vou. (Surak Bagarah V743)

And 1t fas been established i the Sunnalk on the authority of Abu Hurrarralh Radhidllaatiu

Antu, from the propler 2 3040 said “Indeed the deen is easy and if anyone makes 1t dijjicull, it
will overpower /4, be consistent and seek nearness to Allaat and enjoy glad tdmgs and seek
assistance mornmng and evenmg and 1 a porion of 11e night (1n worshmp). — Sakiii Al Buhari

The Qur'aan and the Hadeeth indicate that our deen is a moderate one, and that our
ummah is a moderate one, far from the laxity of the Jews and exaggeration of the
Christians and their excesses:

1.

With regards to the prophets and the scholars, our deen is of moderation, a path
between the laxity of the Jews and the exaggeration of the Christians. (The Jews
killed many of Allaah’s prophets whilst the Christians have made Eesa Alaihi Sa-
laam one with Allaah).

In respect of Lordship and entitlement of worship, we are on the moderate path,
In comparison to communism and atheism, the one impresses that life is just
materialism and the other that there is no deity worthy of worship; between the
claimants of unity of existence and those who have declared the creator to be
the creation and the Lord to be the servant and the worshipped to be the wor-
shipper.

In the respect of Eemaan, there is moderation between the Khawaarij, who de-
clare one who commits a major sin to be a disbeliever even thought the sinner
might be a person upon Tauheed, and the Murji’ah, who say that as long as a
person has eemaan then he will not be harmed by any sin.

With regards to Qadr (divine pre-ordainment/decree) they are moderate between
the negators of divine decree, who say that Allaah did not create the actions of
the servant and did not decree it, and on the other extreme, the Jabariyyah who
claim that mankind is compelled in his actions and he does not possess a choice
as to whether he does good or bad.

With regards to the Sahaaba, they are moderate between the Raafidhah Shi'a

and the Khawaarij.

Evaluate Your Knowledge
1. The Muslims are moderate compared to the other nations, explain this and

clarify your answer with evidence.
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2. The Qur'aan and the Sunnah allude to the ease of the Shari’ah and light-

ening a burden from the Ummabh, clarify this with evidences.

3. The Ahlus Sunnah are the moderate ones compared to the deviant

groups. Provide 4 examples that illustrate this point.

4. Ahlus Sunnah has other specific characteristics besides moderation, men-

tion 4 of them.
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NOTES

35|Page



The Islamic Creed — Al Ageedah

LOVING THE MESSENGER OF ALLAAH & TS MANDATORY

e

4 )

% The ruling on loving the Messenger £ and the evidence which
supports that.

% Meaning of loving the Prophet £ and how that love is achieved.

% The status of the Messenger £ in the life of a believer with evi-
dence.

\_ J
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Loving the Prophet £ is Mavndatory

Beware, may Allaah have Mercy on you, that it is compulsory upon the believer to love
Allaah Tabaaraka wa Ta Aala above everything else, because He is the One who cre-
ated us and sustains us and He has favoured us with His Great bounties and re-
sources. To love Allaah is one of the greatest acts of worship. Allaah says

5,31 8 — 4B 2 LT 1638T pd015elll S8 885 0% 11361 ) 193 (y0 S5 (33 el 03
165:
Amongst mankind are those who take pariners with Allaak, loving them as they should love A/-
laal. (Surak Baragarak V7635)

After loving Allaah, it is compulsory upon the servant to love the Messenger of Allaah &
because he was a mercy given as a gift to mankind as well as a blessed grace chosen
by Allaah for the whole of mankind to guide them from darkness into light. Indeed, no
one will enter Jannah except by obeying him # and following him £ and applying his
methodology, giving preference (of love) to him % over all of creation.

In the authentic hadeeth of Anas ibn Maalik, who said that the prophet # said,

Y syall oo 0l dodlgun Lo 4] ol gy all 0950 OF 10l 89N (302 g 4 Sy "
((adde 3aze)) "1 & Gday O 0,50 LS cdie il odasl of s 52801 3 gm0 O 0,50 Olg el V] ey
Whoever /as these three uqmz//'f/'ey will experrernce the sweemness of fd}'/é.' loving Allaalh and His
messenger above all else, loving a person for the sake of Allaas, halng lfo relurn lo disbelief af-

ler Allaal fas saved yvou from 17, Just as you dislike bemng hrown i 1o 1€ Jire. - S Al Bular and
Muslim

Add to that the saying of the Prophet %;

" e eLU15 0a1155 015 Ge ) S5T 0581 55 @5 Ga8 I (ehaves ) oo
None of you truly believes unii! [ am more beloved fo /iim than fis child /s parents and the en-
177°€ Mankind, (Suiik A Bukhars & Musiin)

% The Meaning of Loving the Prophet # and How to Achieve it

The love of the prophet # is achieved by following him and taking him as a guide,
adopting his sunnah and giving preference to his command over any other. Allaah
says,

31 0lae JT8) 90— @023 (393306 4 05l (5 0] U5
Say, i vou love Allaak, then follow me and Allaak will love you (Surak Adle inraan 737)

Allaahu Tabaaraka wa Ta Aala has made following the Prophet £ a yardstick to meas-
ure the love of Allaah and His messenger # and this is what the above verse indicates.
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The love of the prophet # must conform to the boundaries of the pure shari’ah, ab-
staining from all forms of exaggeration and laxity.

It has been narrated on the authority of Umar Ibnul Khattab RadhiAllaahu Anhu who
said that the messenger of Allaah Subhaanahu wa Ta Aala said,

oty ) Az 1oJshbeb0se BT WL ¢ao3a 33l syl eosbl IS 3933 Y
Do not exaggerare in praising me like the Christians who exaggerale i therr praise of the son of
Marvam, jor indeed [ am (only) /s (Allaak s) slave, so say slave of Allaat and His Messenger.
— Sahit A/ Bukrare

This makes it clear that it is not correct to make dua to him nor to seek help from him
during calamities or direct intercession from him, but we ask Allaah ta Aala to grant us
the intercession of our prophet £,

+» Human Nature

There is no need to exaggerate regarding the nature of the prophet £. It is enough for
him to be proud of the fact that Allaah Ta Aala chose him to be a mercy for the whole
world and a caller to Allaah by His Permission, like a glowing lamp.

Even though this status is a lofty one, the highest that a created being can reach, it
does not negate his ¥ humanness. All aspects of humanness are applicable to him %
such as being born, living, dying and other aspects from which are generally applicable
to man.

Y5 sl et (Jasald 455 U8 5255 O pyadudials 2] &G W ¢ 056 @035 243 6T W3] )6
110 CagS)l b5 — 35T 455 83l 3 E3
Say, L am only a man life yourselves, it fus been revealed to me that your Lord is One, whoever

fhopes lo meet HHis Lord, then /e should do righteous actions and /e should not associate any
parmer with fis Lord, — Surah Kalyf 7770)

% Status of the Prophet £ in the Hearts of the Believers

As has been explained, to love the prophet £ is compulsory over and above the love of
oneself, ones parent and ones children, after loving Allaah Ta Aala, but this love
should not lead us to elevating any created being above his actual status even though
he may be a prophet of Allaah.

The prophet # is the best of mankind, Allaah Ta Aala has praised him highly.

4: ﬁw\éjyu—{o.&b&‘»:’ L}j‘;k‘ﬁl’d’&p

Indeed, you possess a lofly character. (Surah Oalam V)
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Bogil) 850 — a5 C3955 s3Il (SElE s @l b aile $5e il 43 Usds Sels A
128

A messenger has most definizrely come fo all of you, Jrom amongst yourselves, it pains fim that

vou fall into distress, /e fas conceri Jor you (all), and is mercifil 1o the Delievers. (Sirai As Tubah
V728)

What do we say after Allaah has elevated his name and his message five times every
day during the Adhaan? What shall we say after Allaah has said,

4. C_/w.” 0) gun— ._“)5.) LJJ b&.e”

And raised 4ol your fame — Surai Ash Shark 74

The verses and ahaadeeth that mention his # |ofty position are numerous.

Evaluate Your Understanding

1. Discuss the love of the Prophet %, its being mandatory, and provide evidence for
your answer.

2. What is meant by loving the messenger %? How is that achieved? Provide evi-
dence for your answer.

4. The messenger ¥ was a human being, Allaah Ta Aalah chose him to deliver his
message. Clarify this statement with evidence.

5. Allaah has praised His prophet £ in a manner which is befitting. Mention his %
status and the praises upon him as contained in the Book (Qur'aan) and the
Sunnah.
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NOTES
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THE FAMILY OF THE PROPHET &

e

-

\_

\

% The Family (Ahlul Bayt) of the Prophet £ and the Evidence of their
Merit

* The Rights of the Ahlul Bayt with Evidence

J
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The Family of the Prophet £

% Who are the Ahlul Bayt (Family)?
The Ahlul Bayt are the family members of the prophet ¥ and they are:

e The family of Ali Ibn Abi Talib

e The family of Ja’far

e The family of Ageel

e The family of Abbaas

e The children of Al Haarith

e The son of Abdul Mutallib

e The wives of the prophet £

s Evidences for the Merit of Ahlul Bayt

The saying of Allaah,

33 =91 g — DnglhS (5418355 el AT Gt e coady) A1 A 63
Allaat only infends to remove from you (all) the jilth, Oh Ahlul Bayt and puryfy vou (all) thor-
OUGNLY. (Surah A] Afzaab V33)

0 v ol 8 & (351 8 il Uy U

T%e proplher 2 qaid Y/ remind "vou of Allaat with regards to my family . He 2 5qid this three
zmnes.

% The Rights of Ahlul Bayt

Ahlus Sunnah love them and honour them, fulfilling the wishes of the prophet # regard-
ing them and that stems from their love for the prophet £ and their honouring him. The

condition is that they must be followers of the sunnah, adhering to the path of their pre-
decessors like Abbaas and his children and Ali and his children. As for the one who op-
poses the sunnah and does not adhere to the deen then is it not permitted to associate
with such a person even if he is from the Ahlul Bayt.
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Evaluate Your Knowledge
1. Who are the Ahlul Bayt?
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THERIGHT OF THE COMPANIONS (SAHAABAH) - MAY AL-
LAAH BE PLEASED WITH THEM

e

4 )

< Know who the Sahaabah were, their merit, and the evidence for it

s Know the ruling with regard to swearing at the Sahaabah with evi-
dence.

% Understand the Position of Ahlus Sunnah in respect of the Sahaa-
bah.

\_ J
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The Rights of the Companions (Sahaabah)

(Allaah be Pleased with Thewm “RadhiAllaahn Avlhum)

«+» Definition of a Sahaabi

The Sahaabi is one who has met the prophet # and died as a Muslim. The compan-
ions were the best generation and the cream of this nation and the most virtuous na-
tion after the prophet £. It is mandatory upon us to associate with them and to love
them and to be pleased with them and acknowledge their high status. To love them is
compulsory upon every Muslim, for they were the companions of the prophet 2 who
conveyed to us this deen truthfully and sincerely, taking it to all corners of the world in
less than twenty-five years. Allaah granted them victory such that people entered Islam
in droves.

*What Comes in Qur'aan Regarding Their Merit

Allaah Ta Aala has praised the companions of Muhammed % and has promised them
good; Allaah says,

Jely die 19,035 4die I 525 Olacl eboid) tpdlls )Ladls py= @A)l e D951 Oohslals
100 &332 850 — ddaall 53801 QU1 \gd Gl SV @3S (5,35 wls )
77%e fore-runners from the Mutiajireen and the Ansaar and those that follow them n good, A/-
laaf; Is pleased with them and they with hiim and He /s prepared for them gardens beneatl
which rivers flow, awelling there-in Jorever. 7hat is the greatest achievement. — Surah Tubak /700

pede TS U5 agosld (3 b alsd 835 B 38 Eligholid 3] aedall 2 A ooy 38

18 gual) 8y g — U.:J_Q 556 {Qéjb\g

Allaal was most definitely pleased with the believers when they pledeed allegiance fo you under
e rree. Surah AlFuth V18

These two verses indicate the merit of the companions and praise the Muhaajireen and
the Ansaar and those who pledged allegiance under the tree, similarly, all those who
were honoured and counted as companions. There are many other verses which indi-
cate that we must be pleased with them and give them glad tidings of Jannah; that they
acquired great success, praising them, mentioning some of their qualities of love and
preference of others over themselves, their honour and generosity and their love for
their Muslim brothers and the help they gave to the deen of Allaah.

The Prophet £ has praised them in many ahaadeeth, e.qg.

6355 19350 Gpddl 35T 855801 Olowsl e 4l 2l ) 581 U435 Y
O the authority of Umm Basheer who said that the propher 2 5uid “None of those who
pledoed allegiance under the tree would enter the hellfire — in sha Allaal (suiik Musiim)
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Some ahaadeeth have been narrated mentioning the merit of all the Sahaabah, some
of them on the merit of the people of Badr and some of it mentioning specific individu-
als. It is compulsory upon the Muslims to apply these texts and display allegiance to all
the Sahaabah and love them and be pleased with them (and mention them in glowing
terms) and imitate them and apply their methodology.

*The Ruling on Swearing at the Sahaabah

We have learned that the companions of the messenger £ were the pure, chosen ones
of this ummabh after its prophet £, they were the fore-runners in Islam, whoever belit-
tled them of swears at them or criticizes any one of them, then he/she is the most evil
of creation, because such an actions constitutes a transgression in the deen and who-
ever declares them a disbeliever or believes that they renegaded then he/she is a ren-
egade and a disbeliever. No matter what those who come after them do, they will
never reach even a tenth of their worth. It has been recorded in Bukhari and Muslim on
the authority of Sa’eed Al Khudree RadhiAllaahu Anhu, that the messenger % said,

dauad Vg el de )3 Lo Lad asl Jie (3831 o) (SusT 0 ylowal (o TasT g Y
Do not swear any one of my companions Jor veriy if any one of vou fiad lo spend the like of
Mount Uhud in gold (charity) you would not react a mudd (measure which is approximarely 430
— 30097, of anyone of them, nor half of iz

This hadeeth indicates the impermissibility of swearing the Sahaabah and emphasises
that no matter what good actions a person does, he will not be able to reach their level.

*The View of Ahlus Sunnah of the Sahaabah

The Ahlus Sunnah follow the moderate path with regards to the Sahaabah between ex-
tremism and laxity. They do not exaggerate regarding them, nor do they disregard
them, the way the Raafidhah and Khawaarij do.

The Ahlus Sunnah have good thoughts of the Sahaabah and do not delve into the dis-
agreements that took place between them, surrendering their hidden matters to Allaah
Ta Aala. Umar the son of Abdul Aziz said,

"og2 el (o Ll J3lails wgilos o Loyl il Go 098 el
Those are a people whom Allaal /s fepr our hands jree of therr blood, so let us keep our
longues jree from dishonouring tent.

Evaluate Your Knowledge
1. Define “Sahaabah”.

2. Discuss the rights which the Sahaabah have over every Muslim and are thus
compulsory.
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3. Mention the merit of the Sahaabah and support your answer with evidence from
the Qur'aan and Sunnah.

4. What is the ruling of swearing the Sahaabah? What do you say about the ones
who believe that they renegaded, from the deviant groups?

5. Explain the stance of Ahlus Sunnah towards the Sahaabah and how they are on
a moderate path between extremism and laxity. Mention the sayings of the Kha-
lifah Umar Ibn Abdul Azeez regarding the Sahaabah.
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THERIGHTS OF THE KHULAFAA
(SUCCESSORS)

e

dences

s Who Were They?

» The Merits of the Khulafaa Ar Rashideen and their Status with Evi-

% The Period of the Khulafaa (Successors)

< The Order of Merit of the Khulafaa

~

/
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The Rights of the Khulafaa (Successors)

+» Who Were the Khulafaa ArRashideen?

The Khulafaa (Rightly Guided Successors) of the prophet % as leaders of the nations,
were: Abu Bakr As Siddeeq,Umar Ibnul Khattaab (Al Farooq), Uthmaan ibnul Affaan
(Dhun Noorain) and Ali ibn Abi Taalib (Abus Sibtayn) May Allaah be Pleased with
Them All.

% Their Status

The Rightly Guided Khulafaa were the best of the companions and they were the ones
whom the prophet 2 commanded us to follow and hold onto their guidance and direc-
tives.

38 5801 1543 S5 A5l GIE lphe (Gudall parslil A L5 iy il

- ;‘U)L;o é:c jd &\
“Take hold of my Sunnat and the sunnal of the rightly guided successors after me, grab onto it
with your molar teeth and abstam from every mmnovated matler for verily every mnovation s a
misguidance. ” (Narrated by Ahmed, Tirmidhi and Haakin)

% Period of the Rightly Guided Khulafaa

Their period was thirty years as mentioned by the prophet # on the authority of
Safeenah RadhiAllaahu Anhu,

7< 0 ZTs S5 w99 @a Br oo % aRE w@sSt AIK L
1La3 G a6 N 35 SRR R IV EES
Succession 1o prophetiivod is thirty vears, thereafier Allaak will grant fis Kingdom fo whom-
ever e wishes. (Abu Dawood & Tirmidhi — Salih by Al Hakin)

+* Their Order and Merit
Their order and merit were as follows:

» Abu Bakr ruled for 2 years
» Umar ruled for 10 years
» Uthmaan ruled for 13 years

» Aliruled for 5 years [May Allah be pleased with all of them]

Making it a total of 30 years as predicted by the prophet =
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Evaluate Your Knowledge
1. Who were the Khulafaa ar Raashidoon?

them.
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THE TEN GLVEN THE GLAD TIDINGS
OF JANNAH (PARADISE)

-

*» The Ten Given Glad Tidings of Paradise
% Testimony for Paradise for Anyone Other than Those Ten

+ Others Given Glad Tidings of Jannah

\_
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The Ten of Jawah (Paradise)

The best of the companions are those who were given glad tidings of paradise, and
they are the Rightly Guided Khulafaa;

Abu Bakr As Siddeeq,

Umar Al Farooq,

Uthman Dhun-Noorain and

Abus Sibtayn Ali Ibn Taalib and

AbdurRahman ibn Auf,

Az Zubayr Ibnul Awwaam,

Talha Ibnu Ubaydillah,

Sa’ad Ibn Abi Waqqgaas,

Abu Ubaidah Ibnul Jarraah and

Sa’eed Ibnu Zaid Ibnu Nufayl (May Allaah be pleased with them all)

vy vvy VY VY Y Y VY YVYY

The basis for their merit is the saying of the prophet

@ Oy Ainl (8 3389 AR 3 5SS aly Ll (3 alag ade A Lo B3 18R 3852
Seeg B2 G o by dawwg izl § o151 G 36309 B2l G Al Lisdl (3 P (L5
oe Hedlad 1B (E8ud Tan yp tlgllas (U ol Eudad Eis gl (A (§ st e
25 & eres 58 I8 S0,

Ten are in Jannah, the propher B o n Jannah, and Abu Bakr is i1 Sannalh and Omar is 7 Jazn-
nah and Uthman is i1 Jannath and A7 is in Jannalf and 7alha is i1 Jannal and Zubair i6niu!
Awaam Is in Jannath and Sa ad 1bn Maalik is in Jannalh and AbdurRalman i6n Aufis in Jannal
and if you wish [ will name the tent; one, and they asked “who is he? . He kepr guier, /e said
they said “who is he? ” He then said, “Sa eed ibnu Zaid” May Allaak be Pleased with them A/

In another narration:

izl § ey izl § Oladeg cdizdl § jaeg cdiadl (3,50 ifg cdizd) (§ o) idiml (§ 8 e
O ) (R derwg iz S Sse eyl due g cdi 3 el o oslly cdiadl S d>lbg

Ten are mn Jannal. Abu Bakr is i1 Jannah, Omar is i Jannalt as well as Uthman and A7 and
Zubary and AbdurRatiman and Abu Ubaydal and Sa ad ibn A0 Waggas and Sa eed bin Zaid
b Nufail, (77rmiadii)

Nabi # gave glad tidings to other than those ten, of Jannah, like Abdullah ibn Mas’ood
and Bilall Ibn Raabah and Ukasha ibn Muhsin and Ja’far ibn Abi Talib and many others
and we acknowledge those whom the prophet £ gave testimony for them of Jannah.
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As for others from the believers, we wish goodness for them and have good thoughts
of them. We entrust their affairs to Allaah Azza wa Jal.

Evaluate Your Knowledge

1. Who are the ten who were given glad tidings of Jannah? Mention the evidence
for your answer.

2. Did Nabi # give testimony for other than those ten for Jannah? Elaborate on
your answer.

3. Do we give testimony for other than those whom the prophet # gave testimony
for (of Jannah)?

53| Page



The Islamic Creed — Al Ageedah

THERESPONSIBILITY OF A MUSLIWM TOWARDS THE

LATION

LEADERSHIP OF THE MUSLIMS AND THE GENERAL POPU-

e

% The Responsibility of a Muslim towards the Leadership of the
Muslims

lation

*» The Ruling on Obeying the Muslim Ruler

~

% The Responsibility of a Muslim towards the General Muslim Popu-

/
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The Responsivility of the Muslims towards the Leadership of the
Muslims and the Geveral Population

Imam Muslim has narrated on the authority of Abu Rugayyah Tamim Ad Daatri that the
Prophet £ said,

olas —eddole 5 palnall Laig STy, dlgusJg dlt JIB Talll Jguny b ool W3 doaidl ol
7%e reljgron is good aadvice, we asked “For who, O Messenger of Allaah?” He said, “For A/-
laaf, His Messenger, s Book and the leadersip of the Muslims and the general masses.

«+» Advice for Allaah:

Entails to single Him alone for worship, loving Him, respecting Him, fearing Him and
having hope in Him, obeying His commands and abstaining from His prohibitions.

% Advice for the Messenger of Allaah £

This means to believe him # in that which he conveyed and to obey his commands
and to follow his way and to adopt his guidance and to love him ¥, and that we should
not worship Allaah except in accordance with that he 2 came with.

% Advice for His Book
To believe in it and to act upon its rulings, to recite it and to ponder upon it.
% Advice for the Leadership of the Muslims

It is to make dua for them, to love them and to obey them within the limits of their obe-
dience to Allaah.

++ Advice for the General Masses

It is to command them with goodness and prohibit them from transgression, to want
goodness for them as one loves for himself and to provide good for them, and assist
them as far as possible (in those matters which are good).

% The Ruling of Obeying the Leader

The Qur'aan and Sunnah and the consensus of the pious predecessors indicate that it
iIs compulsory to obey the leader even if he is unjust, within the limits of obedience to
Allaah, as long as he does not command with transgression (to the Laws of Allaah).
One does not obey the creation in opposition to the Creator, but the leader is to be
obeyed in all matters which do not amount to transgression, as mentioned by Allaah
Ta’Aala,
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45 s AT U315 Dl Tgaols T Toaubol T5iate GodlT GG 50 Lot 850
O, You who believe, obey Allaal and His Messernger and tose 171 authority amongst you. (SuraiAn
Nisaa 759

Supporting evidence from the sunnah:

wwchﬂ\&LE\la;@.cLb\uﬁ dls@iw 431;1&\@6“)\ ’43‘}3}&@?&3—

:0,7

On the authorrty of Abu Hyf’rdlrdé A’da%l/if//ddézz /4/7%/, /feporfmg  from /ée propée/ 2 fat fe
said, “Whoever obeys me then /e fuas obeved Allaak, and whosoever disobeys me fas definitely
aisobeyed Allaalk and whoever obeys the leader /uas obeved me and whoever disobeys the leader
then fe fuas disobeyed me. ” (S Al Buthari)

Evaluate Your Knowledge

1. The prophet £ said, “The deen is advice...”. Explain the meaning of advice for Allaah
and His messenger, his book, the leaders of the Muslims and the general masses.

2. From the methodology of the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah is the compulsion to obey the ruler in
all matters except transgression (of Allaah’s Laws). Clarify that with evidence from the book and
the sunnah.

56| Page



The Islamic Creed — Al Ageedah

CONDEMNATION OF DIVISION AND
DISAGREEMENT IN THERELIGION AND THE DANGERS
OF THAT

e

4 N

% The Importance of Uniting on Truth

% The Dangers of Division with Evidence
+ Disagreement is not a Mercy

+ Causes of Disagreement

*» Ways of Eradicating Division and Disagreements
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s Encouragement to Unite Upon Truth

Allaah Ta’Aala commands the Ummah with unity and togetherness, as well as closing
the ranks. The basis for such unity is: holding on to the Book and the Sunnah as well
as the prohibition of disunity. Allaah has explained the danger of disunity on the um-
mah in both worlds. In order to implement all of that He has commanded us to seek ar-
bitration in His Book (Al Qur'aan) regarding both foundational and subsidiary matters.
We are thereby prohibited from everything which is a cause for division.

Allaah says,

158555 J5 oz 1 Jie T9hui 5 103 0lae JT 850
LHold onto the rope of Allaak, all together, and do nor disunite (Surat Aale lmran /03)

s Warning Against Division

Allaah Ta’Aala has condemned divisions and has prohibited all those avenues which
lead to it, turning Muslims into groups and sects. Many texts from the Qur'aan and
Sunnah warn against divisions and disagreements explaining the adverse results of
that. Allaah Ta’'Aala says,

JT 850 - Aubat OIIE g G315 Lol dbals s uss {ya T9aE3T5 148555 ¢, 108 13685 ¥
105 Olyes
Do not be like those who brofke up and disputed (amongst themselves) after clear guidance fiad
come 1o then, Jor Men Is a greal punisiment. (Suah Ade nran 7705

Allaah Ta ‘Aala says:

Oslads 1536 Ly o253 &5 0T J) @3l Wil s 3 bl St B 15565 dinn 15355 0dlTO)
159 WiV 8y 5
Verily those who splir therr reljgion and become sects, you have nothing lo do with them, verily
therr afjarr Is with Allaath who will inform them the reallly of therr deeds. (surah A7 4n zam 7109

Both verses point to the condemnation of divisions and it dangers upon the ummabh in
this world and in the Hereafter and that it was the cause of the disintegration of the
Jews and Christians as well as the cause of every deviation that man has fallen into.

A narration from the Sunnah, recorded by Ahmed and Abu Dawood, on the authority of
Mu’aawiyyah RadhiAllaahu Anhu, who stood and said,

o (asny 8 e 193,81 QLS ol (po (S ¢y 0) T 1185 U £l EB Al Jgeny 0}
deloaxdl (29 ! (3 8u>199 QU (8 Ogrnwy OLIS (nanwy O e B Adiw dolloda Olg
Lehold, verrly the messenger 2 sr00d amongst us and said, “Verrly the people of the book be-

Jore you divided in1fo seventy-iwo secrs, and verrly Mmis ummat; will divide into seventy-three
secls, seventy-two i1 the fiellfire and one in Jannah, and it is the Jamaa afi. (Ao Dawvood, Amad)
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% Are Disagreements Mercy

Some people claim that disagreements are a mercy, they say this based on a hadeeth
which is not authentic,

Disagreements of my ummath are a mercy

This saying is rejected by the Qur’aan, the Sunnah, and the intellect. Some Qur’aanic
texts as well as ahaadith have passed in which condemnation of disagreements have
been mentioned. In fact, the Qur'aan points out that differences do not lead to mercy
but leads to the opposite of it. Allaah Ta'Aala says,

118119 355 )50 E55 @25 8 V] (ralidh G153 V3
They will continue difjering except those upon whom your Lord fuas bestowed Mercy. (Surah Hid
778)

Differences in the foundations of belief are not permissible, but as for differences in
Figh issues, these do occur due to ijtihad (exerting oneself to find a ruling in new mat-
ters not found in Qur'aan and Sunnah). In this case it is compulsory to follow the rul-
ings of the jurists (supported by evidence).

+ Reasons for Differences Which are Condemned
The causes of differences which are condemned are many:

1. Many people are far away from the Qur'aan and the Sunnah in their practice of
deen

2. When judgement is arrived at using purely intellect
3. Following desires

4. Reverence of individuals such that preference is given to their saying over the
texts of the Shari’ah.

5. Engaging in the sciences of philosophy and rhetoric.

6. Distancing oneself from the scholars (ulemaa) Ar-rabbaaniyeen (those who prac-
tice the Qur'aan and Sunnah and nurture people on primary knowledge before
major knowledge), who speak the truth and judge by it.

7. Gross fanaticism towards an ideology or a group or country or individuals.
s Ways to Eradicate Divisions and Disagreements

The saved group, according to the hadeeth which has preceded, is the Jamaa’ah,
meaning (in the context of the hadeeth), ‘those who tread the path in accordance to the
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methodology of the prophet # and his companions without turning away from that,
looking neither right nor left. Ash-Shaatibi in his book, Al I'tisaam said, ‘The Jamaa’ah
are those upon what the prophet £ and his companions and those who follow them in
goodness were upon.

The way of eradicating this is to follow the methodology of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah
in speech, actions and beliefs, by holding onto the Book and the Sunnah and under-
standing the deen at the hands of the people of knowledge who are upon this method-
ology, taking from them, honouring them, defending their honour and making great ef-
forts in acquiring knowledge (of deen) from them.Knowledge will not be attained except
by exertion in seeking it, abandoning fanaticism and following inner desires. It cannot
be achieved except by giving preference to the texts (Qur'aan and Sunnah) over intel-
lect. This is the correct path and the one who treads it will be successful, whilst the one
who turns away from it will be destroyed.

Allaah Ta’Aala says,
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T7is Is my straight path, jollow 1t and do not follow the deviating paths which will divert you
Jrom His Path, with that He has aadvised you all so that you may attam prety. (Suak 4n‘aamn V753)

And from the Sunnah is what has been narrated by At Tirmidhi and others on the au-
thority of Abdullah Ibn Umr — RadhiAllaahu Anhumaa from the prophet £ who said,

deloadl fo 4l L9 WMo Jo - g ade 4001 Juo atomo 3212 U5 o1 - (53T Aoz Y &1 )

=S¢ Jde jU\ ol 19)
Verily Allaal will not unite my ummati, or fie said e ummaf; of Muhammed -4 " uporn misguia-
ance and the fiand of Allaal is upon the Jamaa af.

We end by saying the manner to free ourselves from dissension and to remain suc-
cessful and safe from the punishment of Allaah, is by holding onto the Book of Allaah
and the Sunnah of his messenger %, that by which the former part of this ummah was
rectified and the last part will not be rectified except in the same way.

The Imam of Madina, Malik bin Anas Rahimahullah said,
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Tle Last of this Ummat will not be rectified excepr by that which rectified the jormer part of iz

Evaluate Your Knowledge

1. Allaah Tabaaraka wa Ta'Aala commands unity and warns against disunity.
Explain this with evidence from the Book and the Sunnah.
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dence.

3. Some people claim that differences are a mercy. What is your view of this
saying? Support your answer with evidence.

5. Mention the ways of being safeguarded from differences? Support your
answer with evidence.
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WMASIID ANSAAR US SUNNAH PUBLICATIONS

(Masjid Ansaar us Sunnah, Hazelmere, KZN. Find us on Google Maps)

Originally Published in the Arabic Language by C.D.A. (Comittee for Da’wah in Africa)
Translated into English by Sheikh Farouk Amod — Masjid Ansaar us Sunnah

To contact the translator with any suggestions, feedback or enquiries, send an email to
Salafijamiat@gmail.com

This book is the final of a 3-part series. With this series of books, we intend:

To purify the Ageedah (Belief).

To teach and spread Al-Haneefiyah (Monotheism).

To teach, spread, defend and uphold Tauheed, Correct Ageedah, Figh, Tasfi-
yah, Tazkiyah, Tarbiyah and all other aspects of the Shariah.

4. To dispel misconceptions about Islam.

5. To make truth stand clear from falsehood.

wn e

To book free weekend classes on Ageedah and Tauheed send an email to
director@markaz.co.za.
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